" THE EPIC OF TRAVANCORS "                     12t
On returning to Madras Mr, (then) C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar explained to his friends what he saw in the shape of social tyranny and took a vow to do his best to remove it. "If ever I get a chance in my life", he said,  "I will change the whole aspect of life."  This chance did come in Travancore where the Ruler and his progressive mother had agreed'to remove this blot.  As Sri MahadevDesai puts it, "but the question of" temples in the South, especially in Travancore, was surrounded by more difficulty inasmuch as the temples there are not the simple unimposing affairs that they are in the North.     They were consecrated according to Agamas, every part of the-temple has its purpose and use, every little detail in the worship is gone through carefully and, rightly or wrongly, any disturbance in the routine is contemplated with a superstitious fear/'. His Highness the Maharaja felt that his position in this matter was greatly entrenched by the pronounced view of his trusted Brahmin Dewan and explained his own views to him. Sir C.'P. Ramaswami Aiyar thought that his way to carry out the reform was easy enough and began his propaganda work under which he  first sounded the orthodox priests in the temple of Sri Padmanabha Swami and other responsible persons whose opinions and viewsicount much. In short, in about three months he ascertained the position, by reasoned arguments, interviewed the heads of several Numbudiri families and other high placed quarters and was convinced that. th$ Vembanad lake in Travancore would not be set on fire if active steps were taken in pursuance of the cherished desire of his Royal  Master.    This great' act of the Brahmin Dewan in securing the consent of the large and overwhelming section of Savarnas was what Gandhiji called " a mass conversion of the; Caste Hindus-which no reformer or missionary could have wrought/'  It is sufficient to add that, under auspices, whick proved/to, be   surprisingly   favourable,  His  Highness, Maharaja decided to issue the famous- Proclamation and signalise his Twenty-fifth age and the fifth year of his reign*, 34 days after Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar assumed office;as
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